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the many 
(@) new comic titles and companies 
> popping up? Recently, someone said he 


him to save his sympathy! | 
mean, competition is what it's all about! 
Nothing like the sound of another comics 
company breathing down our necks to 
fake us work even harder! And who 
benefits by it all? Hey, who else but you, 
the readers; you, nsbchagvdlgs tact | 
shelling Out your shekels for our mags! 
ond we give you what you el buy us! 
ff not, it's goodbye, Charlie! And that’s the 
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column writers get gray? Try this on for 


was ee having all this competi- 


Executive Editor-slash-Wisconsin- 
ite Mark Gruenwald always fails to 
remind us, is National Dairy Month. You 
know what that means? Yes, that's right, 
its time once again for our first annual 
stroll around the Marvel neighborhood, to 
see how dairy products affect us in our 
éveryday lives. Perhaps we should get 
ultranice dresser Assistant Editor Darry 
Butter (er, Barry Dutter) to accompany us 
on this little venture? Perhaps not. 

The first stop on our sojourn is the focal 
New York Smiler deli. We head toward the 
refrigerated dairy section in all its pre- 

splendor. We spy the milk cartons, 
and are reminded of the happy days of our 
youth, reading comics by the fireplace, 
while sipping Bosco and milk. Not every- 
one has had so fortunate a childhood, 
however, and Marvel has recently been 
trying to do something about it. 

Marvel has joined forces with the National 
Committee for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse and the K-Mart Corporation to pro- 
duce a comic book featuring Spider-Man 
and Skids of the New Mutants, dealing 
with child abuse. The comic will be distrib- 
uted through K-Mart, and given out free to 
any parent who asks for it. 

The comic came out in April, which, as 
neo-father-slash-GHOST RIDER-writer 
Howard Mackie could tell us, is National 
Child Abuse Prevention Month. Certainly 
preventing child abuse is a high priority for 
all of us, parents and non-parents alike. 
Another priority, of course, is reminding 
children and non-children alike that milk is 
good for strong teeth and bones. 

One guy who draws excellent teeth and 
great bones is megastar Jim (“Don't call 
me happy”) Lee. (No relation to Stan.) tf 
Jim were a happy guy, hed really have a 
feason to smile now, since he is now regu- 
lar penciler of the X-MEN, beginning with 
issue #268. 

‘Todd McFarlane, on the other hand, is 
always happy to smile for us. The incredibly 
Popular ing Canadian is 
giving birth this month to a new book 
featuring the adjective-less Spider-Man. 
Todd is both writing and drawing this one, 
surely cause for a celebration. Tell Aunt 
May to stock up on extra milk and cookies! 

Weil, we've lingered over the dairy 
counter so long the shop owner is begin- 
ning to stare at us in a peculiar way. Let us 
move on. As we reach the check-out counter, 
we spot the latest issue of the mucho-in- 
formative, ultraprestigious SOAP OPERA 
WEEKLY magazine. We can't help but re- 
call the April 10th isssue of SOW, which 
featured an interview with the second lady 
of American theater, Elaine Lee. (No 
relation to Stan.) Elaine spoke of her 
erstwhile role on the more-than-a-soap- 
opera-more-like-a-dramatic-ongoing-story 
TV show, THE DOCTORS, and her work 
on the if-comics-could-sing-the-world- 
would-sing-with-them STEELTOWN 
ROCKERS. Although Elaine made no 
mention of dairy products in the interview, 
we have to wonder if the thought of them 
might have crossed her mind. 

We are reminded of the Wall of Bovines 
in the office of Epic's own super hard- 
working assistant editor, Marie Javins. 
Marie has had some of the biggest names 
in the business contribute drawings of 
cows to her wail. Among them: Jim Lee, 


oe as hyperprolific Marvel 


Jay Muth, Mike Mignola, an and Serglo 
Aragonés. Now you see why its called 
the Marvel Bullpen. 

We exit the New York Smiler, and con- 
tinue our stroll around the Marvel 
neighborhood. What's playing at the local 
theater? THE STORY OF CHEESE, 
perhaps? No, that was last week. This 
week, its ROBOCOP 2, co-scripted by the 
hyperhot injas- 
weren't-cool Frank Miller. We are re- 
eee ot ls gee onon of this 
ultrapopular film, we might ui 
a pick up, if you need oleae RDA of 
i ing, justice-dispensing cyborgs. 

by Alen Grant, Mark Bagley, and 
Tony remap Ma firm believers in the 
Separation of the four basic food groups. 

Why, look! It's a record store! Wasn't 
there a mega-groovy group a few decades 
back known as the Cowsills? Why, sure 
there was! Maybe we can score one of 
their old albums on compact disc. While 
our fingers browse almost of their own 
accord, we happen upon the brand-new 
CD by the not-quite-yetbut-soon-to-be- 
superstars Otis Ball and the Chain. The 
album is called “I'm Gonna Love You ‘Til | 
Don't,” and it features back-up vocals on 
one song by the Buddha Singers. As fate 
would have it, three of the Buddha singers 
are Marvel's own—the tow-headed neo- 
Editor Mike Rockwitz, colorist-par-exce! 
fence Steve Buccellato, and our ever- 
smiling Direct Sales Manager Lou Bank. 
As Lou described it, “Otis serenaded us 
outside our window, and this inspired us to 
sing with him. Itwas one of the most senti- 
mental moments of my life.” Lou predicts 
that Otis Ball and the Chain will be “bigger 
than the sliced wheel.” 

Sliced wheel? A probable cheese refer- 
ence. Further apes that dairy products 
have become part of the Amencan culture. 
Why, someone would have to be a foo! to 
not include dairy products as part of his/ 
her everyday diet. Which reminds us, 
appropriately enough, that June is also 
the release of the first issue of the FOOL- 
KILLER Limited Series. 

{ts scripted by ultra eccentric Howard 
the Duck creator Steve Gerber, with art 
by the meta-talented newcomer to Marvel, 
JJ Birch. Steve created the Foolkiller 
character in the early seventies in an 
issue of his mucho-classic MAN-THING 
series. Now there's a whole new nutcase 
in the Foolkiller suit, and he's re-defined 
the meaning of the word “foo!." We wonder 
if this might include those who won't drink 
their milk! 

Well, it's getting late, and our trip ‘round 
the neighborhood has come to an end. 
Were tired—but it's a good kind of tired. 
As we reflect back on our day, we can't 
help but realize what a large role such 


products as cheese, butter, and milk play ¥ 


in our lives. But some of us enjoy them 
perhaps a little too much. In a recent 
Study, it was revealed that Wisconsin 
adults weighed in as the nation's most 
obese in a national survey—for the third 
consecutive year! The reason for their 
plumpness? Seems it's their 
igh consumption of dairy products like 
cheese and butter. Perhaps there's a lesson 
to be fearned here. (Say, ‘crema 
obese non-serial killer Mark Gruenwald 
from Wisconsin?) 
Gotta scoot! 


TRA OLA Seay 


NTERESTING-- Jae aQeeres YS lt : THE ey 


fi 
INCE THAT WILD a Z 2 SAA 
ay STORM, I HAVE BEEN yD KING ON F 
BR THINKING IN EWGLIS; fF 2 im NY ONE SIDE... 
IL WONDER WHY ? i oe z 2) 


° x 
H PERHAPS IT 15° 
R NOT SAFE TO STAY 
é IN CAIRO. aed 

‘ =e 

aM COULD THAT PF 
abate, BE WHAT MY 
gm, VISIONS 
TELL ME? 


N 


BN 
AN 


NJ 
SX 
=-TOO FAST, 
NO CHANCE 
TO-- 


-- FINGERS -- 
CLAWED AT THE 


THIS y 
CAPER...9) 
SJ 


* 


Sue fos BUT TH NOW-- WHILE 
LOOKS Q NEVER S' SHE IS 
| |} HUMAN-- 7 AN ANIM, TANGLED 
4. SOFIER IN THE 
j ss a SHEET--/ 
S ~ > 


eo 4 
USE THAT, 
PERHAPS 2 Brn 


28 
HANK THE NS 
Monier tor PAS 
THIS BED TO 
BREAK OUR ! 
FALL! t 
al 
™!, 
N 


\ ~ > 4 XY 
2 SS \ 


. > \ 


\ 


BLEEDING! », 


BUT MY DEAR, 
PARLING GIRL-- 


-- HOW CAN YOU 
EVEN THINK OF 
LEAVING... 


YES,ORORO, FIGHT AS HARD 
SISA AS YOU WISH, BY 
-- ONE ALL MEANS -- 
FROM WHICH 
YOU HAVEN'T 


A PRAYER OF 
ESCAPING. 


IGNORE THE 4 


“ees 
~-- TEND 
PIT LATER -- 


L 
1S TROUBLE, 
WHERE THERE 
(S ONE, THERE 
MAY BE MORE-- 
S 


Cite 


-- IT'LL SAVOUR EVERY --BUT IN THE 
ENTERTAINING END, COME WHAT 
MOMENT-- MAY, AND FOR ALL. 
ETERNITY..- 


( OUT OF THE FRYING 
PAN)! 


BOB HARRAS: editor— SUZANNE GAFFNEY: assistant editor 


Dear X-ceptionally talented people, 

Chris Claremont, the man behind Dark 
Phoenix (with the helping hand of John Byrne), 
now brings us Lady Mandarin, who could be 
considered just as awesome! Not only did we get 
another awesome character, but we get to see 
her penciled by Jim Lee! 

| love the way Mr.Claremont is handling the 
X-Men's “break-up,” though | hope this plotline 
does not carry on for another twelve issues. It's 
interesting to see the X-MEN searching for each 
other. 

In many ways, Lee (of course I'm talking about 
Jim Lee, not Stan “the Man” Lee, you goofbalis) 
is better than Marc Silvestri, even though 
Silvestri is a great artist. Lee has a very 
distinctive and powerful art style, and he does an 
incredible Wolverine! | wouid also like to add that 
Joset Rubinstein's inks were fantastic. I'm going 
to be here for next ish, at least. 

Alt in all, X-MEN #257 was one of the best 
“Acts of Vengeance” titles yet! Until! She-Hulk 
fips up all the X-MEN comics in existence, make 
mine Marvel! 

Jon Kirby 
6110 Yampo Rd. 
Amity, OR 97101 


Thanks for sticking around for at least one 
more issue, Jon. Your faith in us is inspiring. 
Our next correspondent, however, wasn’t 
sure if he could make it to the next issue . . . 


Dear Marvel, 

Can someone please tell me what's going on 
in thge pages of the UNCANNY X-MEN? Chris, 
maybe? 

Look, if you can't, or won't, clear up these plots 
for me, or if they are lucid and the problem is just 
me, would you simply tell me that it's okay for me 
to be utterly discombobulated? 

Please tell me.I'm okay or | may never be able 
to make it to issue #258. 

Jan C. Childress 
82 Pierrepont St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 


You have nothing to worry about, Jan. It’s 
okay to be completely discombobulated. 
We've been discombobulated for years, and 
we turned out just fine! 


Dear X-People, 
About Longshot: bring him back! Please! | 
really mean it! 
Pete Stormy 
3506 Lower Lountain Rd 
Sanborn, NY 14132 


Oh, come on, Pete. Do you really mean it? 


Dear X-ers, 

Question: If Storm has been reduced to a 
juvenile state by the Nanny, then who did trhe 
others bury in issue #249? 

Jerome Evans 
(Address withheld) 


Good question, Jerome. Keep reading, 
and all will be revealed! 


Dear X-Editors, 

used to read the tales of the Uncanny X-MEN 
in the French mag entitled SPECIAL STRANGE. 
Now | buy the original American issues. They're 
quite expensive over here, but the reading's 
definitely worth the price. 

it's good to have a new team of X-Men, but ! 
miss the old ones. Will they take part in other 
Marvel titles? Anyway, the current issues are 
brilliant. Mare Silvestri is the best penciler the 
book has had since Byrne left it, and Chris keeps 
on inventing some great storylines. 


Two pieces of advice | give to Chris are: 

1) Don't ever think of leaving this book. You're 
the SOUL of the X-MEN since issue #94. 

2) Kill off the Goon named Legion!! Why 
should the new X-Men keep a guy who keeps 
betraying them? 

In closing, | would just like to add that Tom 
Orzechowski's work is X-cellent! | deeply hope 
my letter makes sense to English speaking 


people! 
Make Mine Marvel! (Whatever that means!) 
Christopher Ranvier 
Trifouillis-les-oies 
FRANCE 
Don't worry, Christopher—your letter 


made perfect sense to us, and we speak per 
fect “American.” (But then, we've been dis- 
combobulated, so what do we know?) 


Dear X-Mandators, 

The “Lady Mandarin” trilogy was by far the 
best X-MEN story of the year. | believe it was well 
orchestrated and it kept my attention all the way 
till the end. 

My main concern is the art. Jim Lee is one of 
the most talented artists around, and what he did 
with the X-Men was phenomenal. His style looks 
Japanese, and fits far the X-MEN perfectly. Scott 
Williams’ inks were also a great relief from Dan 
Green's messier style. 

{ think you should bring Jim Lee in as full-time 
penciler. You couldn't go wrong! | actually like 
Banshee now, since I've seen how well he can 
be portrayed. Forge has never looked better, 
and ditto for the rest of the X-Men. Trust me, you 
would have so many ecstatic X-followers, you 
wouldn't believe it. 

In the future, you should tie up the loose ends, 
(get a solid X-Men team), and create some new 
adversaries. Also, keep the New Mutant-looking 
suits (maybe individualize them a little), and 
please keep Forge's boots! 


Erik Gorezynski 
(Address withheld by request) 


Good news, Erik (and anyone else who is a 
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fan of the redoubtable Mr.Lee)! Starting with 
issue #268, Jim Lee will be taking over as 
fegular penciler of the X-MEN! Jim's past 
work on this title has met with overwhelm- 
ingly positive response, and we're delighted 
to have him with us on a regular basis. 

As for your other requests, Erik, well, we'll 
do our best. We'll tell Chris Claremont to tie 
up all the loose ends, but if we know Chris, 
he'll just create some new ones! We will keep 
Forge’s boots, though. We're keeping them 
in a closet in Bob's office. But don’t tell 
Forge! If he tinds out we've got his boots, 
he'll be furious! 


To X-Creators, 

The X-Men's “Acts of Vengeance” storyline 
surpassed the rest of Marvel's titles, except 
maybe Spider-Man's; after all, he was affected 
most, of all the characters. 

! suppose both the X-MEN and AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN can share the honors for best 
story during the A of V. 

Chris Claremont never ceases to amaze me. 
Let me tell you why. Sometimes my friends and | 
discuss the possibility of another writer taking 
over the X-MEN, and how he/she would handle 
the affairs of our mutant heroes. Imagine John 
Byrne, David Michelinie, or Ann Nocenti plotting 
the fates of Wolverine, Storm, and Rogue. You 
would think that Mr.Claremont would get burned 
out, since he does have other projects, and has 
been with the X-MEN for at least ten years. 
During the summer, storylines dragged, and 
demons were running rampant. Issues 256-258 
were vintage Claremont material. It was the 
humor, action, and new biood that made it very 
enjoyable. 

| noticed two things that you borrowed from 
that other publisher (you know, the other of “The 
Big Two’). First is Jubiliee’s color scheme on her 
costume. Looks like she should be the second 
sidekick. Second is the phrase Wolverine said to 
Mandarin in issue 258, page 29. It was alittle too 
batty. | loved it. Only one other comic made mes 
laugh out loud, and that is GROO. Claremont 
humor at its best. 

Who was responsible for getting Jim Lee to 
pencil these three issues? / thank you so very 
much! Jim Lee's pencils are HOT and he is 
rapidly becoming a superstar penciler. But Marc 
Silvestri is great, too, and | can't wait to see his 
work next month. 

Mr. Lee, doing two books a month and main- 
taining high qualily work deserves praise. You 
have my vote for favorite penciler next year, un- 
less Todd McFarlane’s new Spider-Man book is 
just too awesome 

Philipe Jones 
107B Mitchell Dr. 
Smyrna, TN 37167 


Ut oh! Looks like Jim Lee could have some 
tough competition in the Favorite Penciler 
category next year. We've seen Todd's new 
SPIDER-MAN comic, and it really is too awe- 
some! 

if only you could vote twice! (By the way, 
as always, X-MEN editor “Big” Bob Harras is 
the one to thank for getting Mr. Lee to pencil 
the book. Bob says, “You'te welcome.”) 

By the way, who is this “other publisher” 
everyone keeps talking about? 
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